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Latest News

Bordeaux begins to lose 'stuffy' image
May 17, 2007

Panos Kakaviatos

Bordeaux is making efforts to dispel its 'too stuffy' image with the second edition of its Open
Doors event.

Over 1,000 people came to the annual event, called 'Le Weekend des Grands Amateurs' at Quai
de Chartrons last weekend — twice as many as last year's opener.

Top Bordeaux chateaux representatives gathered to pour their just-bottled 2004 vintage for
guests coming from 21 different countries.

Many came from traditional Bordeaux markets like the UK, US, Belgium and France, but others
also came from as far away as Australia, Korea, Mexico, Lithuania and Singapore.

'l used to think Bordeaux has too stuffy an image,' said a French guest from Brittany who came
to discover the region for the first time. '‘But this makes the wine so much more accessible.'

For €53, visitors tasted wines and had the chance to meet owners like Jean-Michel Cazes of
Chéateau Lynch Bages and the recently-named Decanter Man of the Year, Anthony Barton of
Chateaux Langoa and Léoville Barton.

Most chateaux poured an older vintage (between 1996 and 2003) to compare with the 2004.

Some participants also visited the chateaux on Sunday in exchange for a €15 tour pass — or paid
€130 for dinner at one of five chateaux on Saturday evening.

Most guests were pleased with the opportunity to see Bordeaux opening up to tourism — though
some were frustrated by being unable to buy wine they liked.

'| really wanted to buy some wine but | couldn't buy a single bottle because of this negociant
system,' one visitor said.

Have your say...
To post your comment on this story, email us at news@decanter.com, making sure
the relevant headline is in the subject field

The only way | can see Bordeaux “opening its doors to the world” is by it adopting the
Australian/New Zealand model, putting cafes/restaurants and cellar door shops. By this |
don't mean the “tres expensive” winery spa's and up-market watering holes for the super
rich — | mean a set up like those at say Sileni in Hawkes Bay.....

They should also encourage cellar door sales......cellar and vineyard tours (as in many
same Burgundy properties)....free tastings and even have English speaking people on
site at the larger properties...a welcoming and educational stance would help as well as
being open during August!

| have often visited France and its wine growing areas but | always avoid Bordeaux like
the plague — it's just too up-tight. Burgundy and most of the Rhone are great as are small
growers in Champagne — a phone call and then you really get looked after.

| wish them luck but don't hold out that much hope — their attitude of being global
supreme is just too entrenched.

Keep up the good work — you are producing a top quality magazine — thank you.
Andy Whiteman, Portgate, Devon, UK

http://www.decanter.com/news/120221.html (1 of 2) [5/21/2007 2:40:42 PM]

Search :l

RS5[

BORDEAUX 2006

in Bordeaux

and SAVE
up to 30%

DUCRU-BEAUCAILLOW | ,
2803

wineloverspage.com

Wine
Searcher

Do you like the
sommelier to pour
for you?

O ves, it's part of
the sevice

O Only the first
glass

O No, just leave us
alone

send



http://adserver.adtech.de/adlink|656|1259296|0|225|AdId=1342585;BnId=1;itime=783663325;key=newsandviews;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.decanter.com
http://www.decanter.com/
http://www.decanter.com/
http://www.decanter.com/news/
http://www.decanter.com/wine_video/
http://www.decanter.com/recommendations/
http://www.decanter.com/winefinder
http://www.decanter.com/archive
http://www.decanter.com/learning
http://www.decanter.com/competition/
http://www.decanter.com/worldwineawards/2007/
http://www.decanter.com/worldwineawards/2007/
http://blogs.decanter.com/
http://www.decanter.com/winecourses/courses.php
http://www.decanter.com/shopping/
http://www.decanter.com/finewinetracker/
http://www.decanter.com/vintageguides/
http://www.decanter.com/specials/47366.html
http://www.decanter.com/search/
http://www.horseandhound.co.uk/redirect/?link=58863
http://www.magazinesubscriptionsipc.com/ipc/subs/subsorder.asp?title=XDC&promcode=idcnp&ctryid=NONE
http://www.decanter.co.uk/magazine/current.php
http://www.decanter.com/decantersubs/
http://www.decanter.com/decantersubs/
http://www.decanter.co.uk/magazine/ukstockists.php
http://www.decanter.co.uk/magazine/usstockists.php
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.ipcmedia.com/availability/index.php?code=decanter', '', 'height=140,width=325,screenX=100,screenY=100,location=0,menubar=0,status=0'));
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.ipcmedia.com/availability/index.php?code=decanter', '', 'height=140,width=325,screenX=100,screenY=100,location=0,menubar=0,status=0'));
http://www.decanter.com/members
http://www.decanter.com/shopping/
http://www.decanter.com/feeds/rss/news.xml
http://www.decanter.com/news/
mailto:news@decanter.com?subject=Bordeaux opens its doors to the world
http://www.bbr.com/GB/shopping/bordeaux2006.lml?CMP=BAC-411&referring_site=decanterhomebord06

http://www.magazinesubscriptionsipc.com/ipc/subs/subsorder.asp?title=XDC&promcode=idcnl&ctryid=NONE
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N964.decanter.mt/B2091447.4;sz=120x60;ord=1179783656?
http://www.horseandhound.co.uk/redirect/?link=56657
http://www.horseandhound.co.uk/redirect/?link=56655
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink|656|1259298|0|1|AdId=1342562;BnId=3;itime=783663754;key=newsandviews;

	DFKKAMDMOLKGDFPDMAFMFMOOGLAHPOMBIB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 1

	f3: Go
	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: your@email.com

	f2: Go
	f3: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: Off
	f3: 1279

	f2: 




